
Kitsap County Dept of 
Emergency 
Management  

Preparing for
THE BIG ONE



Our mission at 
KCDEM:

We help the people of 
Kitsap County prepare 
for, respond to, recover 
from disasters.



Disaster 
Preparedness

The traditional 
approach…

A new approach:
Nine Words



Nine
Words:

• Know A Little



What you need to know:

• What The Big One is.

• How to stay safe when 
The Big One hits. 

• The anticipated 
impact of The Big One.



Turkey, 2023



Turkey, 2023



Turkey, 2023



Japan, 2011



Japan, 2011



Japan, 2011



Nine
Words:

• Know A Little

• Do What Matters



Do What Maters:

• Becoming “2 Weeks Ready”
Go-Bag – “Go, but not very far”

- Essentials for 2 days

- Important info



Do What Maters:

• “Be ready for camping”
- Water – 1 gallon/person/day

- Build your food pantry

- Meds

- Stay warm

- Creative cooking



Do What Maters:



Do What Maters:

• During the Quake/Tsunami:
•Know how to stay safe

• Immediate after:
•Preserve water

•Smell for gas



Do What Maters:
• Connect with your neighbors



Nine
Words:

• Know A Little

• Do What Matters

• Learn With Others 



Learn with Others

• Gain understanding

• Develop skills

• Build relationships



Daily preparedness tips 
on social media 



Why is this important?
In Kitsap County, we anticipate that our 
roads, electricity, and communications 
will be impacted for days, and maybe 
weeks.

It will be regular people who have 
prepared for such an event who will 
potentially save the lives of their 
neighbors.

Neighborhoods will be able to sustain 
themselves even if stores are closed for 
weeks.



Sign up for KitsapALERT 
emergency notifications



Make your smart 
phone smarter! 

Make sure that you turn on your phone 
for emergency notifications

Install the MyShake App from the Apple 
App Store or from Google Play



Know Evacuation 
Messaging

READY: Possible evacuation in your area. 
Prepare, monitor and pack your 
valuables

SET: Short notice evacuation likely in 
your neighborhood. Prepare for sudden 
evacuation; leave now if you need extra 
time. 

GO! Evacuate immediately from your 
neighborhood. Leave now! Danger in 
your area



Resources
•Prepare in a Year

•www.kitsapdem.com

•kcowa.us/alert

•mil.wa.gov/personal

•WA DNR: geologic-hazards



Social Media 
Channels 

facebook.com/KCDEM

x.com/KitsapEM

@KitsapDEM.bsky.social

instagram.com/kitsapem

Web: www.kitsapdem.com



Ways to contribute

• Connect with neighbors

• Volunteer:
•CERT- Community Emergency 
Response Team

•KARS – Kitsap Alternate Radio 
Service

•Emergency Alerts - Trusted 
Partner Network
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